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From the Missionary Herald. 
PALESTINE MISSION. 


JOURNAL OF MESSRS. FISK AND KING, 
AT JERUSALEM. 


Mr. King’s first visit to the Garden of Gethse- 
mane is thus described. 


After waiting a little time for two men 
to accompany me, I went out of the city, 
passed over the brook Cedron, and enter- 
ed the Garden of Sorrow. It lies at the 
foot of the Mount of Olives, and within a 
stone’s cast of the brook Cedron. In it 
are eight large olive trees, whose trunks 
show that they are very ancient. They 
stand at a little distance from each other, 
and their verdant branches afford a refresh- 
ing shade. The land on which they stand, 
and around them, is sandy and stony, and 
it appears like a forsaken place. Around 
it is the appearance of a little wall, compo- 
sed of small stones, and brokendown. On 
entering this Garden, I requested the two 
men with me to sit down under one of the 
olives, which they did, and I went a little 
distance from them, to another olive, and 
read the 53d chapter of Isaiah, and also, in 
the four Gospels, the scenes of that sorrow- 
ful night, when the Son of Man was betray- 
ed into the hands of sinners. During this, 
some dark, fierce looking Bedouins, armed 
with long spears and swords, advanced on 
horseback, and I was not without some 
fear that they would think me alone, and 
attack me. After looking at me very at- 
tentively, and at the two men under the 
olives, at a little distance from me, they 
passed by. The momentary fear which 
this excited, brought to my mind, more ii- 
pressively, the scene, when Jesus was be- 
trayed, and taken by a muititude, who 
“came out against him with swords and 
with staves.” 


We then followed the bed of Cedron at 
the foot of Mount Moriah. The hill is 
high and steep, and the wail of the city 
stands on its brink. On our left was 
Mount Olivet, still covered with olive trees. 
Near the bed of the brook is a small monu- 
ment, called Absalom’s Pillar, and believ- 
‘by the Jews, to be the one referred to, 
“am. xvili. 18. It is near the west end 


he valley of Jehoshaphat, or the King’s 
Near this is another monument cal- 

ne Sepulchre of Pharaoh, but why so 
ed, nobody has been able to inform us. 
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The valley of Jehoshaphat was deep, with 
sieep sides. This valley, we are told, ruas 
to the Dead Sea, but how far it bears the 
same name, we do not know. 


Pool of Siloah. 


On the east side of the valley is a small 
village called Siloah, and back of the vil- 
lage isa hill, distinct from Mount Oliver, 
which is called the Hill of Offence, be- 
cause supposed to be the hill, on which 
Solomon built the High places, mentioned 
1 Kings xi. 7. Near the south-east corner 
of the city, at the foot of Zion and Moriak, 
is the peol of Siloah, (See Neh. iii. 15.) 
whose waters flow with gentle murmur 
from under the Holy mountain of Zion, or 
rather fiom under Ophel, having Zion on 
the west, and Moriah on the north. The 
very fountain issues from a rock, twenty or 
thirty feet below the Surface of the ground, 
to which we descended by two flights of 
steps. Here it flows out without a single 
murmur, and appears clear as crystal. 
From this place it winds its way several 
rods under the mountain, then makes its 
appearance with gentle gurgling, and 
forming a beautiful rill, takes its way down 
into the valley, towards the south-east. We 
drank of the water, both at the fountain, 
and from the stream, and found it soft, 
of a sweetish taste, and pleasant. The 
fountain is called in Scripture the “ Pool 
of Siloam.” It was to this, that the blind 
man went, and washed, and came seeing. 
John ix. 7—11. 

As I came up from this pool, (Mr. King 
writes,) a Mussulman Arab, that stood 
near, looked at me with all the wildness of 
a man possessed of the devil, and endeav- 
ored, by the distortion of his countenance, 
and the rolling of his eyes, to express to- 
wards me the highest contempt and spite 
possible. I never saw a more frightful 
figure, except at the Insane Hospital in 
Paris. 

Leaving this place, we pursued our way 
amidst the roaring of wild Arabs and infat- 
vated Turks, who seemed to be prowling 
abont, in vast numbers, in the valleys and 
over hills, which made us feel that it was 
quite unsafe to be without a Turkish 
guard. We had with us two men in the 
Arab dress, but they were Christians, and 
unarmed. At this time there are multi- 
tudes of Turks here, with their women, 
from Damascus, and other places, conte, 
-as they say, to visit the tomb of Moses. 
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which they suppose to be two or three 
hours distant from Jerusalem, towards the 
Dead Sea. They lie round about Geth- 
semane and the valley of Jehoshaphat, and 
it is dangerous for us to go much among 
them. 


The Potter's Field. 


South of this valley, rises a mountain of 
huge ragged cliffs of rocks, between which 
are little spots of cultivated ground. One 
of the most rude and rugged spots, and 
which is close to the valley of Tophet, is 
pointed out as the field purchased with the 
inoney, for which Judas betraved his Mas- 
ter, asd which is called the Potter’s field, 
or the field of blood. Here Judas is said to 
have been buried, and perhaps it was here 
he hanged himself. Acts i. 18. There 
are trees standing near the brink of huge 
cliffs and precipices, and if he hung himself 
on one of these trees and fell, it is very 
easy to see why he should have burst asun- 
der, and all his bowels have gushed out. 
There are many tombs in it hewn out of 
the solid rock, and it looks desolate, and is 
uninhabited. 

From the valley of Jehoshaphat we turn- 
ed west into the valley of Hinnom, or “ the 
valley of Slaughter,” called also Tophet, 
where the children of Israel caused their 
children to pass through the fire to Moloch. 
See Jer. vii. 31, 32. In this valley we pur- 
sued our way toward the west at the foot 
of Mount Zion, and returned through Jaffa 
gate, to our lodgings. 


On the 29th they sold all their remaining copies 
of the Turkish Testament in the Armenian char- 
acter, and many more were wanted. One man 
followed them half way to their lodgings, and 
begged them, for the love of God, to let him have 
ove. He would not believe them, when they 
repeatedly assured him, that they had parted with 
the last copy. 


Visit to Bethlehem. 


The next day they visited Bethlehem. 
journal continues :-— 


In an hour and a quarter, we came to 
the Greek convent of the prophet Elias. 
Thence the road to Bethlehem is a little 
nearer south. In half an hour from the 
convent we came to Rachel’s tomb ; or, at 
least, to the place which Jews, Mussul- 
mans and Christians, all visit as such. 
Instead of a simple pillar, which Jacob 
erected, (See Gen. lv. 20.) there is now a 
stone building, evidently of Turkish con- 
struction, which terminates at the top, in a 
dome. Within this edifice is the tomb. 
It isa pile of stones covered with white 
plaister, about 10 feet long, and nearly as 
high. ‘The inner wall of the building, and 
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the sides of the tomb, are covered with He- 
brew names, inscribed by Jews. 

West of tais place, at a little distance, 
isa village, now called Ephratah, which 
has been called by some, Rama. If this 
were one of the ancient Ramas, it would 
be easy to see the force of that glowing de- 
scription of the scene which transpired at 
Bethlehem, when Herod sent, and destroy- 
ed the young children. ‘The lamentations 
and wailings of bereaved mothers were so 
great, that they were heard even in Rama, 
and Rachel sympathized with them, and 
wept in her grave. 

In halfan hour from this tomb, we came 
to the city, where was born, 1800 years 
ago, * a Saviour who is Christ the Lord,” 
where “ the day spring from on high” first 
visited our world, where the Saviour incar- 
nate was first adored by man. As we en- 
tered the city, a multitude of little chil- 
dren, dirty and ragged, came out to meet 
us, and, holding up. their hitthe hands to re- 
ceive alms, they began to sing, * Pilgrims 
go in peace,” “ Pilgrims go in peace.” 
The Greek, Catholic and Armenian con- 
vents are together, a little east of the village, 
and encloses the supposed piace of ou: 
Saviour’s Nativity. 

Here they were introduced by a letter from 
the Greek convent at Jerusalem Having pas- 
sed through the church, they were conducted to 
the spot, sacred as the birth-place of our Lord. 
and to the manger, in which he is said to have 
been laid. Agreat number of lamps were burn- 
ing over these venerated places, and the whole 
wore an appearance of splendour, widely differ 
ent from that of a stable. 


The field of the Shepherds. 


From this place a Greek priest accom- 
panied us to the Shepherd’s field. It is 
twenty minutes ride from Bethlehem, a 
little south of east. "The way toit is rough 
aud stony. Bethlehem itself is on a hill. 
which seems like a pile of rocks, with here 
and there a patch of verdure. Between 
the rocks, however, where it is cultiva- 
ted, vines, figs and olives appear to grow 
in Juxmiance. On our right as we de- 
scended the hill, was a little mean look- 
ing village, in which it is believed that the 
Shepherds lived. 

We rode along among the rocks and 
cliffs, reflecting how David here once tend- 
ed his flocks, and learned to sing the prats- 
es of Jehovah ; and how the Prophet Sam- 
uel came to anoint him king, and how the 
Son of David here made his appearance i 
our world ;—whken, all at once, a delight- 
ful valley, covered with green fields, open- 
ed to our view. Its beauty was heighten- 
ed by the barren rocky hills all around it. 
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Monthly Concert on Mount Olivet. 


The afternoon was a highly interesting 
season to us. We made our first visit to 
Mount Olivet, and there bowed before 
him, who from thence ascended to glory, 
and “sat down on the right had of the 
majesty on high.” ‘There we held our 
first Monthly Concert for prayer in the 
promised land ;—there, where our Lord 
first commissioned his disciples to go and 
preach the Gospel to every creature, pro- 
mising to be with them even unto the end 
of the world. There we have been per- 
mitted to look up towards heaven, and 
plead with him to hasten his second com- 
ing. 


Description of the Cave of Jeremiah. 


The same day they visited the cave of Jere- 
miah, near to the gate of Damascus ;—said to be 
the place where the prophet wrote his Lamenta- 
tions. Here they found twenty-five or thirty 
Jews, one of them an old man, who passes much 
of his time in the cave, and hopes to die there. 
They thus describe the cave. 


It is one of the rudest and grandest 
caves we ever saw. It is about forty paces 
long, thirty wide, and thirty or forty feet 
high,—the roof supported by two huge pil- 
lars. Itis evidently a natural cave, though 
it has been altered by art. The interior is 
damp, and through some parts of the vault- 
ed roof, water is continually oozing. The 
interior forms a kind of semicircle. The 
entrance is nearly as wide as the cave it- 
self, and over it the rock rises forty or fifty 
feet perpendicularly. Just as you enter 
the cave, there is a cleft in the rock, on the 
Jeft hand, called the bed of Jeremiah, 
where it is supposed he used to sleep. 
Whether it be fact or fiction, the thought 
of Jeremiah writing his Lamentations in 
this place is certainly sublime. There we 
read from Lamentations, and then the first 
eight verses of Jeremiah 9th ;—a most 
exact description of the character and con- 
duct of the present inhabitants of Jerusa- 
lem ! 


Proceeding on their way to Mount Olivet, they 
came to a vault filled with muddy water, which 
passes for the dungeon in which Jeremiah was 
kept by Zedekiah, till enlarged by the kindness 
of Ebed-melech. Jer. 38. Thence they passed 
over the brook Cedron, by the garden of Gethse- 
mane, and ascended the mountain where David 
went up weeping, 3000 years ago, and where Da- 
vid’s Lord and ours wept, as he beheld the devo- 
ted city, in which he was about to suffer. 


From Mount Olivet you have a view of 
the Dead Sea, where Sodom and Gomor- 
rha stood, and of the mountains beyond 
Jordon, from one of which Moses viewed 
ihe promised land, 
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Bethany. 


Turning back toward Jerusalem we 
came to Bethany, the town of Mary and 
Martha and Lazarus. It is at presenta 
small Mussulman village on the declivity 
of a hill, and all around is uneven and 
rocky. 


Valley of Jehoshaphat. 


With some olive branches from Olivet, 
and some flowers from the mansion house 
of Lazarus in our hands, we returned by a 
winding way around the south of Mount 
Olivet, till we came to the brook Cedron, 
where it enters the valley of Jehoshaphat. 
This valley seems like a frightful chasm in 
the earth, and when you stand in it, and 
see Mount Zion and Moriah, towering 
above it with steep hills and precipices, on 
your right hand and left, you can easily 
feel the force of those sublime passages in 
the prophet Joel, in which the heathen are 
represented, as being gathered together 
there to be judged. The prophet seems to 
represent the Almighty as sitting in his holy 
temple, or onthe summit of Zion, to judge 
the multitudes in the valley beneath him ; 
and then executing his judgments, while 
the sun and the moon are darkened, and 
the stars withdraw their shining, and Jeho- 
vah roars out of Zion, and utters his voice 
from Jerusalem, and the heavens and the 
earth shake ; and it is thus made manifest, 
to the confusion of idolaters, and to the joy 
of the true Israel, that God dwells in Zion, 
his holy mountain, and is the hope of his 
people, and the strength of the children of 
Israel. 


Turkish Exactions. 


May 23. The Greek priests of the prin- 
cipal convent told me that since the pres- 
ent war commenced, that is, within two 
years, the Turks have exacted from that 
convent more than 3,000 purses. A purse, 
in the language of Turkey, is 500 piastres, 
a little nore than $50, making a sum total 
of more than $150,000. As no Greek pil- 
grims pow visit Jerusalem, the income of 
the convent is cut off, and they are now 
obliged to borrow money at 12 or 19 per 
cent interest. Should the present state of 
things continue long, they will necessarily 
find themselves extremely embarrassed. 


Monastery of the Cross. 


May 24. In the morning we walked 
out to the Greek monastery of the cross, 
westof Jerusalem. A little way from Jaffa 
gate we passed a collection of Turkish 
graves, and a large reservoir for rain wa- 
ter, at present dry. It is said to have been 
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originally the work of David, and has been 
called by some travellers Gihon. See 2 
‘Chron. xxxii. 30. In 15 or 20 minutes 
from Jaffa gate we came to the top of the 
hili which overlooks Jerusalem. {t is not, 
however, high enough to give a fair view 
of the city. You only see the castle, min- 
arets and domes rising above the wall. 
Thence we descended to the convent, 
which stands in a valley about half an hour 
from the city. It is called the monastery 
of the cross, “ because here is the earth, 
that nourished the root, that bore the tree, 
that yielded the timber, that made the 
cross. Under the high alter you are shown 


a hole in the ground, where the stump of 


the tree stood, and it meets with not a few 
vVisitants, so much verier stocks than itself, 
as to fall down and worship it.” There is 
an old library in the convent. The books 
are heaped together in the utmost disorder. 
Among them there are some in Greek, 
Ethiopic, Syriac, and a large number in 
Georgian. The Superior told us that this 
monastery was built by the Georgian Chris- 
tians many centuries ago. There are no 
persons in it except the Superior and a few 
domestics. When we came away, they 
invited us to visit them again, saying, 
*“ The convent is yours ;” the oriental way 
of saying, “ make yourselves at home.” 


In the afternoon of the same day they visited 
several synagogues belonging to the Spanish Jews, 
and one Lelanaing to the Polish Jews ; about 30 
persons were present at one of these, and 40 at 
another. The roll of the law was read by one of 
the rabbies, and each individual of the assembly, 
repeated his prayers in a whisper, after bowing. 
They visited also the synagogue of the Caraites. 
There are but three families of this sect in the 
city. Here they were shown a manuscript copy 
of the the Old Testament, said to be 400 years 
old, and two copies of the law in rolls, one of 
ihem said to be of the same age. All! these manu- 
scripts are without the points. 


Tombs of the Prophels. 


May 26. They went to visit what Jews, Turks 
and Christians cal] the tomb of Samuel and his 
mother Hannah at Rama, now called Nabu Sam- 
gel, (the prophet Samuel,) two hours from Jeru- 
salem. There is A mosque Over it, and around it 
are a few stone huts inhabited by Arabs. They 
also visited, on their return, what the Jews call 
“* the tombs of the last Sanhedrim,” and also the 

t venerated as the tomb of the prophetess Hul- 

ah, (2 Kings »xii. 14,) and the tombs of the 

prophets, Haggai, Zechariah add Malachi. Un- 
certainty hangs over all these traditions. 

In a conversation with his Arabic masier, P.a- 
pas Isa Petros, Mr. Fisk stated to him the eccle- 
siastical usages and religious opinions of Chris- 
tiansin America. To many of the particulars 
his answer was,— like the first Chvistians ;” 
and he afterwards added, that he thought the 
American Oburches must be more like the first 
Christians thag any other churches at the nres- 
ent day. 
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During ovr residence at Jerusalem, 
brother Wolff occupied a room on the side 
of Mount Zion, near the residence of the 
Jews, with whom he laboured almost inces- 
samtly. Brother King and I had separate 
rooms ina Greek convent, where we “ re- 
ceived all that came in unto us, preaching 
the kingdom of God, and teaching those 
things which concern the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” Tie preceding pages will give 
some idea of the manner in which we Ja- 
boured. We have lately been encouraged 
by meeting with the Rev. Lewis Way, 
whose name is well known to you, and the 
Rev. Mr. Lewis from the university of 
Dublin, now a missionary from the London 
Jews’ Society. Mr. Way has hired, for a 
year, a building which was erecied for a 
Jesuit’s college. I am now residing with 
him; he has repaired and furnished the 
house, and hopes it will be permanenily a 
residence for missionaries, converted Jews, 
and Bible Society agents. He hopes io 
visit Jerusalem, before leaying the country, 
in order to commence some establishment 
there. His wealth and his readiness to use 
it in the service of Christ enabie him to do 
much. When shall we see other rich men 
ready to leave their palaces, travel abroad, 
and expend their treasures, not in pursuit 
of pleasure, but in seeking the restoration 
of the long lost sheep of the house of 
Israel ? 


We have received a continuation of this interes- 
ting journal, bringing the aecount of the labour of 
our missionaries in the land which was once the 
inheritance of Israel, down tothe I4th of July 
last. We have not room in the present number 
for so much of it as we believe our readers 
would wish to find in our pages, and therefore 
reserve further extracts to be inserted in our 
next, 





CEYLON MISSION. 
TILLIPALLY. 
Extracts from Mr. Poor’s Journai. 


Favourable Influence of Sir Richard Otley. 


Sept. 2, 1823. The Supreme Court of 
the island is now holding a session at Jaff- 
na. On Saturday evening was favoured 
with a visit from Sir Richard Otley. On 
the Sabbath he attended service in the 
church. On this occasion about two hun- 
dred boys, and twenty girls, from the day 
schools connected with this station, assem- 
bled and recited the several catechisins 
which they have learnt. Several head- 
men of the parish, and other inhabitants 
were present. After the service Sir Rich- 
ard Otley was pleased to make a short 
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address to the audience, in which he urged 
the importance of their availing them- 
selves of the advantages furnished them 
by the missionaries, for obtaining useful in- 
struction. Most of the girls who were 
present had never before attended church. 
Their attendance yesterday is much to be 
attributed to the particular encouragement 
Sir Richard has given to female instruc- 
tion, both by personally recommending the 
importance of the subject, and by quarterly 
donations for the promotion of the ebject. 
I was gratified and encouraged by his 
visit. ‘fo day have attended the monthly 
prayer meeting at Panditeripo. The sub- 
ject brought before us was the nature aod 
object of Christ’s exaltation at the right 
hand of the Fativer. 


Weekly Church Meeting. 


10. This evening attended the weekly 
ineeting of the members of the church ; 
find much pleasure in bringing before them 
the treasures of the Gospel, and in exhart- 
ing them to stand fast in the faith. ‘Their 
temptations are great ; they are indeed as 
lambs in the midst of wolves. O that it 
niay appear that they are not wolves in 
sheep’s clothing. After meeting, Smead 
requested me to call his uncle, who is now 
here on a visit from Trincoinalee, and con- 
verse with him. He said his uncle was 
much disposed to listen to what be had 
told him concerning the Christian religion. 
I accordingly conversed with him, and 
gave him some tracts which he proiitised 
to read. 

19. This afternoon attended the weekly 
meeting of the schoolmasters connected 
with the station. ‘Though they are more 
{avourably situated than any other ¢lass of 
men, for ob:aining instruction, and for pro- 
fessing their faith in Christ, (if they had 
any,) they too have their objections to the 
Gospel, and reasons for continuing in a 
state of impenitence. Their mode of rea- 
soning on this subject is similar to that of 
multitudes in Christian countries. What- 
ever class of persons I address, [ am con- 
stantly reminded that faith as well as sal- 
vation, is the gift of God. But it hath 
“‘ pleased God by the foolishness of preach- 
ing to save them that believe. 

This evening heard of the death of bro- 
‘her Parsons. Another motive to dili- 
gence, and fidelity ! May even his death 
be the means of emitting some rays of light 
in the dark region where his bones are 
laid. 

Oct. 15. 
entering on the seventh 
dence among this heathen people. 


A memorable day. Am now 
year of my resi- 


May it 
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be a year of sweet release to many captive 
souls in Tillipally. 

23. Seven years have now elapsed, 
since I left the shores of my native coun- 
try. Am ever disposed to regard the an- 
niversaries of that event as seasons of spe- 
cial thanksgiving and praise. 


Native Tamul Bible Association. 


26. Attended the first anniversary 
meeting of the Native Tamul Bible Asso- 
ciation at Mallagam. From the Report it 
appears that nearly 300 rix dollars were 
collected during this year. Of this sum 
about one half was contributed by natives, 
most of whom are idolaters. They have a 
general impression that the Bible is a good 
book, and that to centribute to the Bible 
Society is an acceptable kind of charity. 
‘They are, however, influenced mainly by 
the example of others, and by a desire to 
please their superiors. Aside from the 
money that may be collected, some impor- 
tant advantages may be anticipated from 
the formation of this society, as it will be a 
inedium of circulating the Scriptures 
among the people. 

Charles Scout, Esq. collector of the Dis- 
trict, presided at the meeting. J. N. 
Mooyart, lesq. Christian David, most of 
the missionaries. in the District, and about 
one hundred natives were present. Five 
or six addresses were made on the occa- 
sion, in which the objects of the society. 
were stated, and motives to perseverance 
suggested. In consequecce of witnessing 
such unexpected scenes in a heathen land, 
my hopes and expectations are highly ex- 
cited in regard to the future. Yet I would 
remember that “the Lord seeth not as 
man seeth.” 

CHEROKEE MISSION. 
Journal of Mr. Butrick. 


\We have received a journal of Rev. Mr. Bu- 
trick, coutasning some account of his labours 
among tue Cherokees during the latter part of last 
autumn. His time was principally employed in 
travelling from one place to another, teachi 
publicly aod from house to house the religion of 
the gospel. On the 26th of October he preached 
at New-Town, the seat of Government of the 
Cherokee nation. 


Here I had the pleasure of addressing 
the chiefs and headmen of the nation in 
the room occupied, during the council, by 
the Supreine Court. Our friend John 
Ridge was my interpreter. I conversed 


pricipally respecting the Holy Bible its 
origin, its contents, its importance, &c. 
licre, as in other well regulated congre- 
gations. to most perfect order was maip- 
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tained ; and it was peculiarly gratifying to 
find that the Sabbath was observed, as in 
Christian societies. 


From various notices in the journal it appears 
that Mr. Butrick generally found the people ready 
to hear, and met with some instances of serious 
inquiry, and with others of hopeful conversion. 
On a visit at Creek Path he remarks, “ I find 
many of the people here who have united with 
the Methodist Society. May the great Shepherd 
of Israel, present them faultless before the throne 
of his glory.” Among them he mentions one nan 
with his wife, one or two daughters, his mother, 
one brother, and two sisters. He found ia them 
the appearance of Christian sincerity. 


Carmel. 


Under date of January 12th, 1824, Mr. Hall 
writes to us, 


The seriousness at this place continues, 
and rather increases. Nine Cherokees, 
and one white woman, wife of a Cherokee, 
have been admitted to the privileges of this 
church. Four or five more give evidence 
of a saving change, and quite a number 
exhibit a state of feeling which gives us en- 
couragement. 

May we not expect a continued interest 
in your prayers. We are needy ;—the 
work in which we are engaged is of infi- 
nite moment ;—we have no strength of our 
own. O that God would grant to us, and 
to all who ace engaged in efforts for the sal- 
vation of the heathen, every necessary 
qualification. 


os 


CHEROKEES OF THE ARKANSAW. 
DWIGHT. 


Meeting of the Delegates from the Mis- 
sionary Stations beyond the Mississippi. 


This meeting was held at Dwight, on the 4th 
—7th of November last, in accordance with an 
appointment made at a similar meeting, which 
was held at Union in November 1823. The dele- 
gates present were Rev. Mr. Vaill and Mr. Re- 
- from Union. Rev. Mr. Montgomery from 

aRMony, and Rev. Messrs. Finney and Wash- 
burn of the station at Dwicur. During the 
meeting several interesting questions came under 
discussion, relating to the best means of promoting 
civilization and christianity among the Indian 
tribes. The result of these deliberations is given 
in the following answers to the several questions 
discussed 

Question 1. Would it be advisable to 
endeavou: to teach the children of a vil- 
lage while living with their parents ? 

Answer. In tribes of natives who have 
already made considerable advances in 
civilization, and are prepared, in a meas- 
ure, to appreciate the advantages of edu- 
cation, local schools, established in the 


different villages of the tribe, especially 
when their desire for schools is so strong, 
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as to lead them earnesily to request in- 
struction, and to be willing to support 
theic children, would doubtless be attended 
with beneficial results. But in tribes who 
subsist by hunting, continue their savage 
customs and wandering babits, and have 
made no.advances towards civilization, 
neither desiring instruction, nor able, in 
any measure, to appreciate the privileges 
offered to them, children, remaining with 
their parents, are not likely to be essential- 
ly benefitted by endeavours to form them 
into schools. 

2, What are the best means of hasten- 
ing the progress of Indian children in the 
acquisition of the English language ? 

ns. Indian children are greatly re- 
tarded in their acquisition of the English 
language by an excessive diffidence in 
speaking it. Efforts should hence be made 
at the outset to overcome this diffidence ; 
to inspire them with a prevailing desire to 
improve, and to lead them to consider it 
an honour to make progress, and to speak 
English as far as they have learned. This 
can be effected—by paying particular at- 
tention to the subject in school, making it a 
daily exercise ; by rewarding them accor- 
ding to the progress made ; and by requir- 
ing them to ask and answer questions in 
English, in their intercourse with the mis- 
sion family. 

3. What means are to be used for the 
religious improvement of the Indian chil- 
dren under our care. 

“ns. Religious instruction should be 
accommodated to their capacties. Inci- 
dents, narratives, and occasional oppor- 
tunities and impressions should be improv- 
ed. Religious instruction should also be 
communicated statedly. Atleast one eve- 
ning ineach week, besides the Sabbath, 
should be appropriated to this object exclu- 
sively. ‘The catechetical method of in- 
struction should be used during a part of 
every Sabbath. 

We would likewise recommend, as a 
suitable means of communicating religious 
instruction, and making religious impres- 
sions, that they commit to memory every 
week, and recite every Sabbath, portions 
of scripture and hymns. 

4. Should missionaries be deterred 
from preaching the gospel, though they 
have no other medium of communication, 
than an interpreter, who is in a great 
ineasure deficient in knowledge of both 
the English language, and that of the na- 
tives ; Or one who is immoral in his life, 
or infidel in his principles ? 

Ans. Although it is very desirable to 
have an interpreter fully prepared, by a 
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thorough knowledge of both languages, 
te communicate clearly and accurately 
whatever is put to him for interpretation, 
and disposed to strict fidelity by a real re- 
gard to the spiritual good of the natvies, it 
is, nevertheless, the duty of missionaries to 
sow the seed of the word, making use of 
the best means which their circumstances 
alow. Many impertant truths of the gos- 
pel may be communicated through an in- 
terpreter of limited knowledge of the lan- 
guages to be used. We may also, with 
confidence in God, that he will take care 
of his own truth, commit the gospel of sal- 
vetion to the hands of the Spirit, to be con- 
veyed to the unenlightened minds of the 
heathen, by means of an immoral and un- 
believing interpreter, if one of this descrip- 
tion be the best we can obtain. 

5. May benefit be expected from read- 
ing a translation of select portions of Scrip- 
ture to the peuple before being able to 
explain and enforce them ? 

“ins. Great good may be expect to re- 
sult from translating select portions of 
scripture and reading them to the people, 
even when but little explanation can be 
given. 

6. Can we rationally expect that the 
preaching of the gospel will be effectual 
among a people entirely uncivilized ? 

Ans. The success which has actually 
attended efforts for the conversion and 
christianization of untutored savages, the 
command of Christ to preach the gospel to 
“ every creature,” and the encouragement 
derived from the word of God, that, if we 
east our bread upon the waters, we shall 
“ find it after many days,” present it, as 
an urgent and immediate duty of mission- 
aries, to preach the gospel, even to those 
who are uncivilized; and lay a_ broad 
foundation for hope of success among a 
people in the most savage state. There is 
no exception in the command of Christ to 
preach the gospel, nor partiality in the pro- 
vidence of God, in the bestowment of his 
grace. All objections which can be urged, 
from the degraded state of savagés, against 
efforts to evangelize them, so far from be- 
ing valid, are arguments in favour of 
immediate endeavours to cominunicate the 
gospel, as the first and principal means for 
improving even their temporal condition. 

7. In preaching to the heathen, ought 
we to attempt to give a full, systematic 
view of gospel truth, or select some of the 
most plain, obvious and important points, 
and endeavor to enforce these, till an im- 
pression is made ? 

Ans. Considering the limited views, 
which the heathen of this country necessa- 
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rily have, in reference to religious subjects, 
the untutored state of their minds, the 
difficulty of communicating religious in- 
struction, the practice of the apostles, and 
the experience of subsequent missionaries ; 
it seems obviously the best course to select 
the most prominent and important points, 
and dwell upon these, and enforce them, 
till they become the instrument, in the 
hands ofthe Divine Spirit, of a saving in- 
fluence. Christ and his cross are the ap- 
propriate theme of the Christian mission- 
ary. 

8. Is it important, in the system of 
means for the improvement of the Indians, 
that some degree of government be intro- 
duced ?—and what course would be advisa- 
ble for the attainment of this object ? 

“Ins. Judicious Jaws for the punish- 
ment of vice are indispensably necessary 
to the welfare of any community of depra- 
ved men ; and little progress can be made 
by the Indians in adopting civilized hab- 
its, while the defence of property and life 
rests entirely on personal strength and 
courage. The establisliment of some plain 
and important laws is desirable, also,as a 
means of cultivating sentiments of justice 
and truth, and preparing their minds more 
readily to understand the terms and illus- 
trations employed in religious instruction. 

Avy measures taken for the promotion of 
the object should be adapted to the pecul- 
iar situation of the Indian tribes, as under 


the guardianship of the United States, and. . 


to the character of the existing customs 
and policy of the particular tribe in view. 
Where the chiefs possess little or no au- 
thority, and any business which is trans- 
acted is done in council, recourse should 
be had to that body, and endeavors used 
to convince the principal men of the ne- 
cessity and advantage of some authorata- 
tive regulations ; and any aid which may 
be necessary in their formation, should be 
afforded them. But great caution must be 
observed in every case, lest we excite sus- 
picion and jealousy. 

9. What course should be pursued iu 
order to excite gratitude in the natives for 
favours conferred ; and to prevent the im- 
pressions upon their minds, that they are 
laying us under obligation to them by com- 
mitting their children to our care and in- 
struction ? 

Ans. A spirit of gratitude for the bless- 
ings and privileges proffered by missiona- 
ries to the heathen can be excited in their 
hearts only by Divine influence; but in 
this, as in all the purposes of his grace, 
God is pleased to make use of means. 

Among the most probable means we 
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would include the full, clear and frequent 
representation of their present degradation 
and wretchedness, of the superlative value 
and appropriateness of the blessings offer- 
ed them, and of the happy consequences 
of accepting these blessings; and shew- 
ing that all thatis done for them, and of- 
fered to them, is entirely gratuitous, sub- 
jecting missionaries and their patrons and 
supporters to many sacrifices, self-denials, 
trials and labours. To obviate the impres- 
sion entertained so invariably by parents 
that they confer a favour, and impose an 
obligation, by committing their children to 
the care and instruction of missionaries, we 
ought cautiously to avoid all appearance of 
solicitude to obtain children, never using 
any persuasion, nor holding out any allure- 
ments, either to parents or children. A 
simple statement that the school is open, 
and that all its blessings and privileges are 
freely offered to such as will receive them, 
ts acourse which will, doubtless, in the end, 
cause the greatest number to be collected, 
secure their steady aed permanent con- 
tinuance in school, and most promote their 
improvement. This appears to be the 
only effectual course to secure any meas- 
ure of gratitude for the privileges afforded 
ti call. 

The following sentiments are expressed ia the 

m of resolutions :— 

icesolved, That, in bringing those na- 
“aves who are entirely uncivilized, to a 
knowledge and practice of agricultural 
pursuits, it is necessary not only to exhibit 
before them an example of a well cultiva- 
ted and well managed farm, and to give in- 
struction to such individuals as come to 
seek it, but also to assist them in forming 
permanent settlements ;—and that the pay- 
ment of their annuities partly in cattle and 
agricu'tural implements would admirably 
forward this object. 

Resolved, That,in view of the obstacles 
which are opposed by heathen rulers to 
the entrance of the gospel into several pop- 
ulous countries of the earth, and the few 
instances in which Governments second, 
in a cordial manner, the efforts of the 
church ; and considering the encourage- 
ment which we have from the divine pro- 
mise, to hope that culers and kings will 
et length submit themselves to the Messi- 
ah, and become nursing fathers to the 
church, it becomes the duty of Chiristians, 
and especially of missionaries, to be fervent 
and assiduous in prayer, that rulers may be 
disposed to promote the diffusion of truth, 
and the reformation of the world. 


An appropriate discourse was delivered, in 
the afternoon of Nov. Sth, from Acts iii, 32, by 


Rev. Mr. Vaiil, according to previous appoiut- 
ment. One afterncon was appropriated to an 
examination ofthe school, thatthe brethren from 
Union and Harmony might kave opportunity to 


witness the improvement of the children in thei: 
studies. 


The following arrangements were made for the 
next annual meeting. 


Resolved, 1. That our next meeting be 
at Harmony, on Saturday next before the 
first Sabbath in October. 

Resolved, 2. Thatthe family at Dwight 
be requested to appoint a brother to preach 
a missionary sermon at our next meeting ; 
and that the Family at Union be requested 
to appoint a substitnte. 

Resolved, 3. That brethren Dodge, 
Vaill and Finney be a Committee to pre- 
pare a Constitution for our Missionary 
Convention, and present the same at the 
next meeting. 

Resolved, 4. That brethren Pixley, 
Chapman and Washburn be appointed to 
prepare, and present at our next meeting, a 
communication on the qualifications requi- 
site for Missionaries and Assistant Mis- 
sionaries among western Indians. 


cz hl 


he following briéf remarks are subjoined by 


Mr. Finney. 


Our hearts have been rejoiced, if not our 
hands strengthened, by the “ interchange 
of brotherly counsels,” which we have ex- 
perienced in our humble Missionary As- 
sociation. ‘The utmost harmony of feel- 
ing has prevailed, and we trust that the few 
days we have spent together will result in 
lasting good to ourselves and to our breth- 
ren from other stations. Separated, as we 
are, from all intercourse with our fathers 
and brethren in the ministry, we cannot 
but esteem those as very precious seasons, 
when we can meet together and deliberate 
with those who are pursuing the same 
course. 

We are in avery dark part of the hea- 
then world ;—a section of the great field, 
rough, and hard of cultivation. A large 
share of faith and patience are peculiarly 
requisite ; yet we think that our Heavenly 
Father is not leaving us altogether without 
tokens for good. 


Two instancesof very serious inquiry are men- 
tioned, one of them a woman who was apparently 
the most unlikely to be reached by the tufluence 
of the Gospel ; and Mr. F. adds,— 


We feel encouraged, yet would not be 
too sanguine, lest we be deceived by flat- 
tering appearances, and have to mourn 
over sinners once awakened, but now turn- 
ed back to a state of greater hardness and 
insensibility 
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Extract from a Sermon preached at Wor- 
cester, by Rev. Dr. Beecuer, at the Or- 
dination of Rev. L. I. Hoadly. 


The churches of our Lord are to main- 
ain the faith delivered to the saints by 
iaculcating it early and earnestly wpon 
children. 

Catechetical instruction was adopted 
universally, by the primitive Christians ; 
was practised by the Waldenses as their 
safeguard against the seductions of the pa- 
pist: Was resorted to by the churches of 
the Reformation, and continued by the 
hurches of New England; and has uni- 
ormly been followed by the revival or de- 
cine of religion as it has been persisted 
wor neglected. Itis pre-eminently im- 
portant that there be in the church sym- 
vols of evangelical doctrine, associated with 
the earliest recollections of her children. 

The objection that children cannot un- 
derstand the doctrines of the Bible, is 
yfounded. They can understand them 
intheir order, as early as they can under- 
sand any thing. The being and charac- 
ier of God, the doctrines of acountability, 
depravity, and the neeessity of a moral 
change, are comprehended by children 
early, and with great ease. But even if 
they do not, at the time, understand the 
wordsthey commit to memory, will they 
never understand them, or derive benefit 
from them ? Would any parent be will- 
ing torisk the commitment by his children 
of obscene songs, because at the time, their 
import was not understood ? Would not 
ike words be a leaven of impurity in the 
memory, to contaminate the mind as it 
opened to the comprehension of their 
neaning ? Sothe doctrines of the Bible, 
though deposited as a dead letter, may be- 
come a fountain of life to the soul when 
‘ shall opea the eye of its understanding 
Jj n them. 

The plan of leaving children uninstruct- 
din religion that they may come with an 
indiased mind to the subject, is impractica- 
Je. An evil heart is, itself, a powerful bi- 
Sagainstthe truth. And if the servant 
eglects to sow good seed, the enemy will 
ertainly sowtares. ‘Thesure consequence 
‘leaving children to grow up without re- 
gious infstruction, will be irreligion and 
‘ejudice against the truth. 

Whenever, therefore, our doctrinal cate- 
isms are laid aside, a breach wide as the 
#4 is opened forthe enemy to come in. 

The faith delivered to the saints is to be 
~ontended for by a faithful exhibition of its 
anctions. 

These are contained in the punishment 


threatened to the rejection of truth, as a 
crime; and the calamities inseparable 
from the rejection of it, if it were not a 
a crime. The doctrines of revelation are not 
articles of speculation merely, but princi- 
ples of moral government. They disclose 


the law, the Gospel, and the providence of 


God. They are declared also to be so 
plain, that they can no more be misunder- 
stood, innocently, than darkness can be 
mistaken innocently, for light, bitter for 
sweet, thorns for grapes, thistles for figs, 


tares for wheat, or ashes for bread. But if 


there were no criminality attached to the 
rejection of the truth, the calamities of re- 
jecting it would be the same, as if its re- 
jection were criminal. If we could sepa- 
rate Criminality from sin, it would still be a 
principle of misery. Enmity against God, 
malevolence, envy, revenge, intemperance, 
and lust, are sources of misery, if they 
were not crimes ; and thusit is with fun- 
damental error in doctrine. The charac- 
ter, law, Gospel, and providences of God, 
are realities, as unmodified by human opin- 
ion, as the laws of the natural world ; and 
the calamities of adopting false opinions 


on these subjects, and of opposition ot 


heart to the true character and govern- 
ment of God, is the same in its conse- 
quences as a calamity, whether it be crim- 
inal or- not. To be carnally minded in 
either case is death. He that goes into 
eternity in a state of opposition to the 
character and government of God, is un- 
done whether guilty or not guilty. 

It is an admitted fact, that repentance 
and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, are 
some how, indispensable to render it con- 
sistent for God to pardon sin. But this 
reper.tance, and this faith, are definite re- 
alities, and ifa mistake were not criminal, 
that which is not repentance, cannot have 
the effect of repentance, and thet which is 
not taith, cannot have the effect of faith, in 
rendering it consistent for God to pardon 
sin, however innocently the mistake may 
come to pass. Beside, men as sinners, 
must be sanctified, as well as pardoned, 
to fitthem for heaven. But their sanctifi- 
cation must be accomplished,not by physica! 
power exclusively, but by the instrumental- 
ity of the truth. It no more belongs to 
omnipotence to give to error the effect of 
truth on the minds of free agents, than to 
cause a thing to be, and not to be, at the 
same time. A law without rewards or 
punishments cannot be made as infiuen- 
tial on moral beings, as a law which sanc- 
tions, at all more than vacuity in the scales 
can be made as weighty as lead. Thou shalt 
kill cannot be made to have the same el 
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fect as the prohibition “thou shalt not kill.” 
And “the soul that sinneth it shall” not 
“ die,” cannot be made to affect the mind of 
a sinner, like the denunciation, “ the soul 
thar sinneth, it shall die.” In like man- 
ner, the declarations, “ The carnal mind 
is” not “enmity against God ;” “if a man 
be” not * born again, he shall see the king- 
doin of God ;” “he that doth” nof “repent 
and believe shall be saved ;” and “*he that 
is” without * holiness shall see the Lord ;” 
and “he that doth” nut “deny himself, 
shallbe a disciple of Christ;” cannot be 
made to have the same effect in exciting 
fear, or producing conviction of sin, or re- 
peutance, or faith, as the contrary declara- 
tions. It is idle to talk of the power of 
God, or of the goodness of God, or of the 
mercy of God, or of his paternal charac- 
ter ; we may as well rely on these attri- 
butes to prevent the effects of fire, on 
water, Or poison, on the natural body.— 
We may as well play with an adder, or 
meet the hungry lion, or leap the preci- 
pice, or stand before the cannon’s mouth, 
confiding in God’s goodness, and our sin- 
cerity to prevent harm, as to disregard or 
-oppose all the great laws of his moral gov- 
ernment, and our moral nature, and ex- 
pect that his power and geodness will avert 
the consequences, and save us without the 
truth, or by the instrumentality of error. 
Believing then, as we do, that the evangel- 
Acal system is the faith delivered to the 
saints, the very Gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ ; and that the rejection of it is fatal, 
ep the ground of crime, and fatal in the 
nature of things, as moral beings are con- 
stituted, we are bound to preach this gos- 
pel, as in Our opinion, indispensable to 
salvation. 

The Gospel, if it had been preached 
without sanctions, by Christ and his Apos- 
tles, would have excited little opposition, 
and have done little good. The scribes 
and Pharisees would not have been offend- 
ed at Christ, but would have adinired his 
cothalic spirit, if to his doctrine he had sub- 
joined, “ These are my opinions—but 
those who differ from me, are doubtless 
honest and sincere, and will be mercifully 
accepted by our heavenly Father.” Idola- 
ters also, would have added Christ, asa 
God, to their thirty thousand gods, if he 
in return would have given to each, and 
his worshippers, the right hand of tellow- 
ship. So it is precisely, in respect to 
the doctrines of the evangelical system. 
* Charity” would “ suffer long” and be as 


‘‘ kind” to us, as te Mahommedans, or in- 
fidels or the diversities of liberal men, if 
the concessions could only be made by us, 


Extract of a Seruion: 


‘hold, some to more, and others to less of 
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that those who reject these doctrines, may 
be innocently and safely wrong. Itis hold. 
ing them as essential to salvation, and aj 
opposite systems as fatal, that overcome; 
the patience of charity itself, and brings 
upon us the retribution of invective apj 
obloquy. 

I would not incumber the subject here, 
with the question, what will become of the 
heathen, if the faith delivered to the saints 
be essential to salvation? For if it were 
true, that thuse to whom it has not beep 
delivered; may be saved without it; i; 
would not follow, that those can de wp 
whom it has been delivered, and by whom 
it has been rejected. 

Nor is it needful to adjust the seeming, 
or real differences of those Christians who 










the system. For the question is not, how 
much of this system may be misunderstood, 
consistently with sanctification by that 
which is still embraced—but can it be re- 
jected entirely, by those who possess the 
Bible, and they who do it be sanctified 
without it, and saved by the instrumental: 
ty oferror. Nor is it a question of any 
consequence whether it be possible fora 
man to be saved, who rejects this system, 
if it be in fact, as we believe it to be, the 
Gospel. For what if it were possible fora 
man who rejects it to be saved, does thi 
prove that he will be saved? And do we 
need no higher evidence that we shall te 
saved, than is implied in the fact of its bare es in 
possibility ? bird | 

Nor is the duty of preaching this faith» 
indispensable to salvation, affected at al 
by the consideration that we are fallible, 
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and may possibly be mistaken in our opi gm “ht 
ions : For, so long as we believe, whether gm" Ju 
correctly or not, we must act according gm pea 
our belief. Nor is this setting in the judg- Hie" of 
ment seat, and “dealing damnation «> wa 
round the land,” at all more than our beg the 
lieving certain human productions to DemMpes fo 
the laws of the state, and that some Me0BMe was. 
have transgressed them, and_ will be pul"m™.,, 1, 
ished, is dealing damnation round W*@iing, 
land. 2 port 
Nor is it bigotry. Bigotry consists 1‘ action, 
blind attachment to opinions, from inclin te 
ation, passion, and prejudice, amd may be das, 
manifest in as high a degree in the avoveg. 
and propagation of liberal and evangelical mpecti 
opinions. stall BB the 
Neither can I perceive in whiat respi 
itis uncharitable. For what is charity a 


Not a decision of the understanding, b 
an affection of the heart. It is love—£ 
will—benevolence :—But while it leads’ 
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at a fellow creature is not guilty and in 
unger, it does not lead us to resist com- 
rent evidence of the fact, or to conceal 
om him our opinion of his character, or 
sense of his danger. The more welove 
w the more plain will be our note of ad- 
opition, the more earnest our intreaty, and 
ye more Vigorous Our exertion to save a 
yy! from death. Charity does not con- 
stin creeds of strict and liberal import : 
tin the temper of heart with which they 
e adopted and propagated. It is very 
ossible, that a liberal creed, may be as- 
ciated with a haughty and vindictive 
mper; and what is called a severe creed 
ith the meekness and gentleness of Christ. 








NEW-HAVEN, MARCH 13. 


ORMATLON OF SOCIETIES AUXILIARY 
TO THE AMERICAN BOARD. 

An Auxiliary Society has been formed in Far- 
ington and its vicinity, including twelve “ asso- 
ations” in the town of Farmington, Burlington, 
istol, and Southington. ‘The officers of this So- 
ay are, Rev. Wm Robinson, Pres., Rev. Noah 
orter, Rev. Bela Kellogg, Rev. Jonathan Cone, 
ev. Erastus Clapp, Rev. Harvey Bushnell, Vice 
vests., Mr. Horace Cowles, Sec. Col. Martin 
owles, Treas. 

We also learn from the Missionary Herald that 
eatlemen and Ladies Associations have been 
med ig Canton, inthe First and Second Socie- 
ts in Berlin, and in the First, Second and 
hird Societies in Wethersfield. 


BURMAN MISSION. 
We learn from the last number of the Christian 
aichman, that a letter has been received from 
t. Judson, dated August 6th, 1823, from which 
appears, * that he had completed his transla- 
nof the New Testament ; and that Mr. Hough, 














‘ho was with him, would commence the printing 





ithe same as soon as he should receive the 
pes for that purpose from Calcutta, of which 


¢ Was in constant expectation. To this transla. 
oa Mr. Judson has prefixed an introduction, con- 
Mulng extracts from some of the most interest- 
2 portions of the Old-Testament. This intro- 
uction, Which is published, is perused by many 
(the natives at Rangoon with great eagerness ; 


ida spirit ef investigation seems to have been 


Wakened. Prince M. continues his inquiries 
specting the authenticity and divine authority 
‘the Christian revelation. 


“The Emperor of Burmah still remains of a 


eral and friendly disposition towards the Mis- 
Maries. Dr. Price is engaged in superintending 
"€ erection of a brick dwelling-house at Ava, 
the mission, the principal materials for which 


‘generously presented by the Berman mon- 
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arch. It is the intention of Mr. Judson to reside 
at Ava, soon after the arrival of Mrs. Judson at 
Rangoon.” 


SCHOOLS IN INDIA. 


The success of Miss Cooke in the establish- 
ment of schools for the instruction of females in 
India has been such that a new Society has been 
formed having for its object the education of fe- 
males in that coantry. The Society was organ- 
ized at the house of Dr. Marshman in Serampoie, 
and will probably receive the patronage of the 
Baptist Missionaries. The prejudices of the na- 
tives against the instruction of females is rapidly 
giving way, and this is only one of the many indi- 
cations that the period is not distant, when the 
miltions of Hindostan will be freed from the 
thraldom of pagan superstition. 


COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 


Tne annual meeting of the American Coloniz- 
ation Society was held in the city of Washington, 
on the 27th of February,—the Hen. Bushrod 
Washington in the chair. A committee of five 
persons was appointed to enquire into the expedi- 
ency of petitioning Congress to grant assistance 
tothe Colony. It wasalso resolved to name the 
settlement near Cape Messurado, Liperia ; and 
to call the town there laid out, Monrovia, in hon- 
our ofthe President of the United States, 


MISSOURI BIBLE SOCIETY. 

This Society is composed of Christians of dit- 
ferent denominations. The Rev. Salmon Gid- 
dings, of St. Louis, is the Secretary. The fifth 
annual Report has been published, and the fol- 
lowing extract is given, not only for the purpose 
of shewing what is doing in that newly settled 
part of our country to disseminate the sacred vol- 
ume, but to show also the great value which we 
should attach to the ‘ Parent [nstitution,’ the 
American Bible Society. 

“ While it is with regret (says the Report) 
the Managers find occasion to mention that 
the Society’s efforts have been so limited, com- 
pared with the importance and extent of the 
field it occupies, they are bound to rejoice that 
so much has been accomplished already in pro- 
ducing a wider circulation of the Scriptures iu 
this state and the adjoining one of Illinois. Nor 
have the exertions of the Board heen confined 
wholly to the two states. The military posts at 
Fort Armstrong and village of Prairie Du Chien 
have been partly supplied from the Society’s de- 
pository. The establishment of a Branch De- 
pository at Little Rock in the Arkansas Territory, 
as recommended by the Society at the last meet- 
ing, owing tothe want of sufficient means of con- 
yeyance, has notbeeneficcted. Branch dgposit- 
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ories have been made at Chariton, and in Cape 
Girardeau, in this state, Edwardsville, Rock 
Spring, and Shoal Creek, in Illinois. Since the 
commencement of the operations of the Society, 
there have been received from the Parent Socie- 
ty 500 English and 50 French Bibles, and 500 
English and 100 Spanish Testaments, as dona- 
tions, and 400 Bibles and 1179 Testaments, on 
deposit for sale. Since {the commencement of 
our efforts there have been 913 Bibles and Testa- 
ments sold and gratuitously bestowed on needy 
persons, and Sunday Schools, from the general 
and branch depositories, including a number at 
the branch depositories, lefton hand at the time 
of the last annual meeting, which were not enu- 
merated in the report. There isin the treasury 
$76 in specie, and $33 in depreciated paper. 


LUTHERAN CHURCH. 

The Lutheran Church in the United States is 
under the direction of a General Synod,—there 
are five subordipate Synods. The number of Lu- 
theran Churches in the United States is nearly 
nine Luudred, but the number of miunisters is far 


less. 


REPUBLIC OF HAYTI. 

The Goverament of Hayti have long been de- 
sirons of obtaining from our Government an ac- 
knvwiedgment of their independence. They 
hav. addressed one or two papers to the cabinet 
at Vashington, but no answer has been returned. 
Tne Hayuans approve of the course we have ta- 
ken with respect to the South American Govern- 
ment, and speak of Mr. Monroe’s message rela- 
tive to those powers, and respecting Greece, as 
containing “noble and magnanimous sentiments.” 
They however ask ; “* But why has not the name 
of Hayti been mentioned in this message ? Does 
our cause differ from that of the Southern na- 
tions? Have we shewn less courage, less idola- 
try, in the cause of liberty ? Are we less advanced 
in civilization—-or is our government weaker and 
less stable? 'To all these we answer in the negative. 
If we morally compare our population with that of 
Mexico or Peru, the result will be entirely to our 
advantage. We have proved our strength by 
prolonged and terrible conflicts, and the troops 
that we have vanquished were neither small io 
number nor of ordinary bravery. ‘They were the 
victors of the pyramids of Aboukir, and Marengo, 
whose remains now sleep on our plains.” 


For the Relicious Intelligencer. 
CALL FOR TRACTS. 
LETTER VI. 
Krom a Clergyman in the County of Steu- 
ben, .Vew- York. 
* After considerable inquiry as to the 
best course to be pursned, PT have at length 
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resolved on the following plan. I ha 
circulated a subscription paper, the pring, 
pal articles of which are, that the subse. 
bers are to receive two thirds of the amouy 
they severally subscribe, in Tracts; ih 
remaining third to go as a donation tot) 
American Tract Society. In this way,| 
shall engage to members of the Auxiliary, 
thirty or forty dollars worth, besides twoy 
three sets bound. One of my brethren iy 
the ministry has engaged ten dollars wor) 
of Tracts—another, five. 

* A great desire to read Tracts is maj. 
fested by my people. ‘ Little Henry an 
his Bearer,’ of which unfortunately, [ ha 
but one copy, has gone from house y 
house, [read it in a public meeting, ayj 
the whole assembly was in tears. Qj 
‘Teacher suspended the ordinary busine 
of her school, that she might read it to le 
pupils. Several little boys and girls hay 
their cents laid by to purchase ‘ Henry, 
when he comes, and are often inguitis 
when the box of Tracts will arrive. 

“The heart of the widow and the o 
phan has been made to rejoice by theg 
little heralds of salvation ; and the gidi 
youth has paused for a moment, to refler: 
when addressed by the silent monitor. 
Yes, I have seen the big tear tricklig 
down the furrows of age, when preseu! 
with that which taught him to be wisew 
to salvation, and prepare to die. Ti 
Tracts you sent me before, have also vist 
ed the bed of the dying impenitent—& 
the veil of eternity is drawn, and we ca 
not see beyond it. 

“T hope you will send me a_ suffice! 
supply for a Depository for my own peo) 
and others around me. You may rest 
sured I shall use every exertion to aid 
Society which is endeavouring to do 
much good; and may the Lord smile! 
on vou and give you abundant success.” 


From the New York Observer. 


DEATH-BED OF AN IMPENITE 
SINNER. 

Messrs. Editors,—Should you deem 
following narrative of a transaction wh 
oecurred under my own observation, *¢ 
thy of a place in your paper, you may /* 
haps subserve the cause of truth and pi 
by giving it an insertion. - Be 


About six or seven years ago, I * 
called to visit a man whose situall 
indicated his dissolution to be near. 
habitation lay within the covert of a lor 
along the declivity of a range of mo! 
tain land that separates this parish from’ 
one adjoining. Pursuing my way thi! 





as 
re 
elf 
nd | 
re 
100 
ow 
ons 
urn 
W 
ppa 
Prva 
onst 
0a 
gre 
ent] 
pilte 
Hi: 
eg 
0 21d 
pd ni 
art 0 
e CC 
oug 
me t 
bess 
nce | 
nd si 
ome 
onve 
Hinar’ 
ead | 
treng 
Dy his 
Hor 
rably 
ould 
Wh: 
isutn 
as th 
als, { 
ering 
nue 
Ogre 
ntery 
before 
irely 
of my 
y Ge 


all in 


alam 
Uy, I 


24.] Death-bed of an Impenitent Sinner. 653 


slonely retreat, his dwelling for the first for me, or that will come near to help me. 


M sne presented itself to my view. Itwasa My own kindred stand afar off. Even iny 
jall log hut bearing every mark of pover- own children have forsaken me: they have 
I hay and wretchedness. Around it, on all Jeftmeto die alone. I have none near me 


: pring ides, silence and solitude seemed to hold but this poor black, and she has two chil- 
subso.iigndisturbed dominion, and no impress of dred sick by her side, and another dead be- 
amowkthe foot of friendship marked the path fore her, and there is no one near to bury 
cts; thilmmhich conducted me to the door. I the dead, or to nurse the living.”—“Well, 
D tothimmnocked, and gained admittance. The doyou not then see your need in this day 
way, |fMbrst object that presented itself to my view, of your trouble, of the consolations of re- 
ixiliany pas a gray-haired man, of six feet sta- ligion?” “Yes, I have need enough, it is 
s twoolmmure; erect, though pressed beneath the true ; but there is no religion, no hope for 
thren in fmeight of threescore years and ten, but pale me.”—“But you ought not to draw rash or 
rs Wort) fm&nd emaciated to a skeleton. Every fea- hasty conclusions against yourself, nor set 
ie was distorted with pain. His eye, bounds to the mercy of God.”—* Ah, full 

is wanifammough once of distinguished lustre, was well I know that mercy has gone for ever 
nry ampow sunk deep in its socket, and almost from my soul. I have had a day of hope, 
'v,[ baf/eonsumed by the fires that seemed to butmy day is gone. God gave me under- 
louse yburn Within; yet ever and anon it flash- standing and knowledge above many of 















































. ° . D 
ing, audmmed with an expression of horror sufficient to my fellows, but { have abused both. He 


. QiefMbppal the stoutest heart. Except somein- gave me alsoin my youthful days many 
businefimmervals of rest upon his couch, he wasin solemn calls and warnings, but I despised 
it to hemmponstant motion, walking slowly to and thein all, aod now God despises me. I 
rls havo across his dwelling. Every breath was have spent my life in sin, and like a foo! 
Henri groan, and his emaciated visage appa- haye sold my soul for empty pleasures. 
nquiriagammently gathered fresh blackness at every My bottle, and the love of evil companions, 
piltering step. these have been my band !”—“ But can 
the of™m His wife had long been slumbering in you feel no relentings of heart, no repen- 
by theme grave ; and no human being wasnear_ tance for sin, no reliance on the Lord 
je vidio aid or befriend him, except an intoxica- Jesus for forgiveness ?’—* No ; my hear! 
) reflecfimed negress with two sick children,in one is as hard as a stone. I cannot repent. 
nitor—mpart of the room, and another lying dead in I know indeed that I have been a great 
tricklingamhe corner by the side of the fire. This,me- sinner, yet I feel no true repentance, no 
resevllgm™nought, is a house of woe! and by the hatred to sin, although I should be very 
wise ummime that all these objects had passed sue- gladto escape the misery which my sins 
», ‘TeliMRessively in review before me, greeting at deserve.”—‘ But can you not pray to God 
Iso visidmpnce my eye and my ear with such sounds for mercy ?”-—“* No, I have no heart to 
ent—limand sights of sorrow, my soul was full. The pray ; nor can J, nor dare | raise my heart 
we cigm™moment he beganto speak, I found I was to God at all, for heaven is barred against 
Bonversing with aman of more than or- my guilty petitions. YetI am in misery 
suffice inary understanding—with ove who had _ excruciating, and know not what to do 
n peoplgmmead mach and reflected more, and whose I would pray for death, but [ am certain 
rest @metrength of mind was not at allimpaired thatthe moment I die, my soul. will be 
o aid My his years. Upon asking, at my entrance, miserable. My cup of bitterness is full. 
to dom How do you do ?” * Oh, miserably, mis- The pains of my body compel me to look 
mile ugmmerably !? he exclaimed, in a tone that tothe grave for relief, but the thought of 
cess.” Mould have gone to the hardest heart. the misery which awaits my soul drives ine 
What is your disease ?” “The stone, in back again to time. What to do, or which 

isutmost agonies of torture.” “How long way to turn, I know not. I once tried to 
ITEN@EE® this been your situation 2” “Atinter- disbelieve, but that is now impossible. J 
jals, for years; but this extremity of suf- would pray for annihilation, but I know 

ering fora few months.” “ Why notcon- that it would be in vain. I am lost for 

cel "MBinue on your bed 2” “ My misery is then ever, but I hope that others may take warn- 
wii Wh o-eat, Lcannot bear it, except at short ing from my example.”—“ Shall I not 
ony *'BPrtervals. Oh, such a sufferer never lived pray for you ?”—“ You may ; but it wil! 


nay r before! "The pain of my body seems en- dono good ; my day of grace is gone ! 
nd rely insupportable, and yet the anguish my soub is lost for ever !” 

J. f {my soul is greater still. I am forsaken Such was the state of mind in which 
», | "Py God and man, by all on earthand this unhappy man continued for a few 


situalif™!l in heaven. Yes! in this hour of my days, and then died, so far as man could 
ar. Hgmealamity, when just leaving time for eter- see, the sane. Careless sinner! this mis- 
a (oreqmy, T have not a friend on earth that cares erable man hoped that he might prove a 
f mov 
from! 
thy! 
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warning to you, and will you turn a deaf 
ear to his cry. Will you refuse to listen 
to this voice from the grave ? 





From the Boston Recorder. 
MONTHLY CONCERT. 


Intelligence was communicated at the 
Monthly Concert in Park Street Church, 
Boston, March Ist, from the Western In- 
dians; from South America; and from 
the Sandwich Islands. 

There is unusual seriousness at Wills- 
town, one of the Cherokee stations. Two 
or three it is hoped have recently become 
subjects of divine grace, and several are 
anxious to secure their salvation. 

Mr. Parvin writes from South America, 
that they deposited a few Bibles and Tes- 
taments in the only bookstore of impor- 
tance, in Buenos Ayres, and fixed the 
price of the Bibles at $2,25 each. The 
Bibles were all sold the next day to the 
Ecclesiasticks. After these were sold, the 
Missionaries furnished the book-seller 30 
more, for which he paid them sixty dol- 
lars. 

The Lancasterian school had gone into 
operation, but it is inferred from the letter, 
that Mr. Parvin is not engaged in its in- 
struction. He thinks however, that Pro- 
testants may be hereafter employed. 

From the Sandwich Islands letters have 
been received, extracts of which were read 
from Rev. Mr. Richards, Rev. Mr. Bing- 
ham and Mr. Chamberlain. It will be re- 
collected, that Mr. Richards and Mr. 
Chamberlain were members of the family 
which sailed from New Haven, in Nov. 
1822. No intelligence has till now, been 
received, of the safe arrival of this family. 
Several parcels of letters had been sent 
which are not yet received, and the Mis- 
sionaries refer to former letters, on suppo- 
sition that the intelligence contained in 
them is familiar to their friends in Ame- 
rica. 

Mr. Richards writes under date Aug. 
1823, from Nahinah, on the Island of Mo- 
wee, that they had established a new sta- 
tion on that Island ; that the natives had 
furnished them houses built in the same 
manner as their own ; that their prospects 
of usefulness were such as to prevent him 
from lamenting for a moment his removal 
from his native country ; that the matives 
make them many presents, and seem wil- 
ling and grateful to receive instruction. 
Mr. Stewart is located with Mr. Richards, 
at this station, and Mr. Bingham was there 
at the date of the letter. Mr. Bingham 


Monthly Concert.—Revivals of Religion. 
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assisted in the dedication of a place y 
worship, which had just been erected, 
the Chiefs. At the dedication, Mr. Bin 
ham preached in the native language, fj, 
Gen. xxviii, 17. “ How dreadful is 4, 
place ! This is none other but the hous: , 
God, and this is the gate of heaven.” 

This is the fourth place of worship, byj 
for the honour of Jehovah in the Say 
wich Islands, since the first missionari« 
from America arrived. Another is byjlé 
ing. 

Mr. Chamberlain writes from Hanarop. 
rah, that during Mr. Bingham’s abseny. 
public worship was conducted by Popoly 
one of the native youths from the Sociey 
Islands, educated in the school at Cor. 
wall ; that the house of God was filled ix 
attentive hearers ; and that the people di 
not appear to be influenced by the examy 
of their chiefs merely, in assembling {y 
worship on the Sabbath. 

During Mr. Bingham’s visit at Mowe 
he went with Mr. Richards, on an exp 
ring tour to different parts of the island 
This Island is twenty-four miles N. N.¥ 
of Owhyhee, about 140 miles in circu 
ference, containing, (according to Wore 
ter’s Gazetteer) 65,000 inhabitants. 
soil is represented by Worcester as form: 
only of decomposed lava and other vola 
nic matters. Mr. Bingham repress 
some parts which he visited, as forne 
only of sand, which is continually chag 
ing its surface in the wind. The how 
are represented by Worcester as covert 
with straw, in the same manner as thos 
of the poorest French peasants. Withth 
representation, that of the missionar 
coincides, and ia houses of this descriptict 
without floors or windows, the missionari 
and their families at Mowee now reside 





REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


We learn that in Danbury, in this Su! 
the Church observed the First day in th 
year asa day of Fasting and Prayer. Th 
place is now favoured with an outpourid 
of the Spirit. 


Extract of a Letter from Orville N. I. 
Knowing you delight to hear of Zio 
prosperity, [ would inform you that | 
powerful out-pouring of the blessed Sp 
has taken place at Canistota on the Can 
in the town of Lenox, and is spreaditj 
Lenox village now experiences a_refres! 
ing season. 
raise the hopes and inspire the prayers 
many. 
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REVIVAL IN NEWGATE PRISON. 


Exiract of a Letter dated Feb. 12, froman 
inmate of Newgate toa gentleman who 
visited the prison last fall. 


Little perhaps did you think, when you 
yisited this dreary prison last fall, that the 
great Jehovah was about to pour out his 
Spirit upon such an abandoned place. 
But it is a fact. And did you not breathe 
a prayer for this place ? If so, O dear Sir, 
do it again whenever you bend the knee 
before the throne of grace. It was about 
the 20th of Dec. when the first who was 
distressed about his precious soul, made it 
known to his profane room-mates. He 
had also been dreadfully profane himself. 
But on a particular evening, as he expres- 
sed it, he could no longer hold his peace. 
He then solemnly addressed his fellow 
prisoners, and informed them of his state 
ofmind, and warned them of their danger. 
Unaccountable as it might seem to any 
one acquainted with the characters of his 
room-mates, they all united in solemn 
prayer and received his admonitions kind- 
ly. About a dozen in that room became 
his companions in seeking salvation. The 
influence spread to an adjoiping room 
where the blacks sleep! Neither did it 
stop here, but another room and the dreary 
caverns have lately experienced the same. 
I would mention one poor Indian fellow 
who is sentenced here for life. He had 
previously attracted my attention by his 
good behaviour. For some time past, he 
would go to kis room, with his now pre- 
cious Bible in his hand, every night, bowed 
to the earth with a sense of his sins, and a 
perfect picture of despair. He is now re- 
icing in Christ. The number under 
conviction is between 20 and 30, and 
seems to be increasing. About ten enter- 
tain hope. 





Distribution of Tracts in Spain.—An 
agent of the “ Continental Society,” who 
visited Spain during the last summer, for 
the purpose of promoting the spiritual wel- 
fare of the inhabitans by the distribution 
of Tracts, &c. writes that, when undertak- 
ing the execution of the design in the 
neighbourhood of Cadiz, he was appre- 
hended and taken to prison as a spy; it 
being supposed that the Tracts were sedi- 
tious publications. If this were any thing 


more than an ostensible reason for an act 
proceeding really from very different mo- 
lives from those assigned, this fact gives a 
deplorable idea of the ignorance of the 
people. 


Revival in Newgate Prison.—Summary. 
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SUMMARY. 


The Treasurer of the American Board 
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions ac- 
knowledges the receipt of $5,182 55 from 
Jan. 12th. to Feb. 12th. inclusive ; besides 
$175 a part of the legacy of the late Dr. 
Solomon Everest, ($5,650 having been pre- 
viously acknowledged) and $15 in legacies 
froin other persons. 


During the last month, there was pub- 
lished in Worcester, Mass. “A Communi- 
cation from the Brookfield Association to 
the Ecclesiastical Council who ordained 
Rev. Loami Ives Hoadley, over the ‘ Cal- 
vinist Church in Worcester,’ and Report of 
the Committee of the said Association, ap- 
pointed to present the same.” 


His Excellency Gov. Wolcott, has ap- 
pointed Friday, the 16th day of April next, 
to be observed asa day of Humiliation, 
Fasting and Prayer throughout this State. 


The Governor of New-Hampshire has 
appointed Thursday the 8th day of April 
next, to be observed as a day of Fasting, 
Humiliation and Prayer. 


Progress of Civilization.—_We were pe- 
culiarly gratified by an application, through: 
the last mail, for the Mirror, to be sent to a 
central part of the Cherokee Nation.— 
About five years since, we called at the 
house of this interesting subscriber for re- 
freshn:ents, and saw there a teacher, em- 
ployed by himself, to instruct his own and 
some of his neighbours’ children—all of 
whom were of Indian, or mixed blood.— 
Those children are now, no doubt, capable 
of reading and comprehending the chrom- 
cles of the times; and it is truly gratifying 
to learn that they are thus paving the way 
to become intelligent and useful citizens 

Tuscaloosa Mirror. 


The Treasurer of the Greek Fund has 
received about $13000. 


The Rev. Dr. Emory, has been appoint. 
ed President of Asbury College, a semina- 
ry in Maryland under the care of the Meth- 
odist Church. 

The English Quarterly Review is here- 
after to be conducted by Mr. Coleridge, 
who has received the appoimtment of Ed- 
itor with a salary of £1000 sterling per 
annum. 


The House of Representatives in Mas- 
sachusetts has refused the proposed grant 
to Harvard and Williams’ Colleges, but 
has agreed to the appropriation of $1000 
per annum for five years to the Medical 
Institution at Pittsfield. 





For the Religious Intelligencer. 
POETRY. 


Lines suggested on reading the journal of Messrs. 
Fisk and King in a late paper. 
The thirsty pilgrim oft beholds, 
When crossing Afric’s desert sand, 
The pleasant stream, at distance roll, 
And longs to view it near at hand. 


With hasty step and cheerful heart, 
He treads the parch’d and barren land, 
The waters seen by him depart 

And leave a dry, and burning sand. 


Tis thus with hopes so vain and light, 

As those to fading life confined, 

When we approach ; they take their flight, 
And leave but drought and gloom behind 


But hope that centres in the Lamb, 

Through his abounding grace, 

Firm asthe throne of God shall stand ; 

Till sweet fruition, take its place. Cc. 





For the Religious Intelligencer. 
OBITUARY. 


MR. TIMOTHY ATWATER. 


Died in this city, the 5th instant, Mr. Timo- 
suy ATWATER, aged 74. Me was for a series 
of years, engaged in the active business of life, 
which he prosecuted with success ; and sustain- 
ed in a high degree, the reputation of a man of 
wobity, diligence, consistency and decision. 
Ihe property he acquired was eminently the re- 
sult of industrious, laborious and persevering at- 
tention to business. His worthy companion sur- 
vives him, bereaved, yet consoled. He reared and 
left a numerous and respectable family. Mr. At- 
water professed the religion of Christ while at the 
meridian of life. His conduct, as a professed 
christian, was uniformly exemplary. He was a 
generous, active and firm supporter of the dis- 
cipline, order and institutions of the gospel. The 
last 20 years of his life were spent in abstraction 
from the regular prosecution of secular business. 
Fond of retirement, or limited society, he with- 
drew that his mind might be more exempt trom 
the embarrassment of worldly cares and more 
free to attend to the devotional, social and rela- 
tive duties of life. To these objects his time was 
benceforth very much devoted, and that with in- 

creasing constancy and interest to the last. 

His reading was select, being almost confined 
to the writings of the Rev. John Newton and the 
Bible, with the Commentary of Dr. Scott. The 
latter, it is estimates! by those who eujoyed the 
best opportunities for knowing, be had read 


Poetry. — Obituary. 
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through eightor nine times. He had been gp 
what infirm for years ; and was particularly ind 
posed for a few days preceding his death : 
was not thought to be seriously affected. Durin 
the evening of the 4th, however, he became ing, 
distressed and restless. A little after Midnich, 
he rose, declining the offer of assistance jy) 
seeming desirous to be alone went into his py. 
lour and sat some time engaged in reading ti. 
Scriptures, Watts’ Hymns, and in prayer. 4, 
then returned quietly to his bed between 2 ang ; 
o’clock ; and in a few minutes after laying jy, 
head upon his pillow, expired as though falling 
asleep. Surely it may be said of such a ma, 
that he was gathered to bis Fathers in peace ; ap, 
eame to his grave in a full age, like as a shock o/ 
corn cometh in his season. 


** QO! could we die with those that die, 
And place us in their stead ; 

How would our spirits learn to fly, 
And converse with the dead: 

How should we see the saints above 
In their own glorious forms, 

And wonder why our souls should love 
To dwell with mortal worms. 

How should we scorn these clothes of flesi,, 
These fetiers and this load ; 

And long for evening to undress, 


That we may rest with God.” Watts 


RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE 
UNITED STATES. 


The following is an abstract of a table, publis) 
ed in the New York Observer. 

Presbyterians—in 1819, 53 Presbyteries ; 124 
Congregations ; 687 Ministers; 517 more con 
gregations than Ministers. 

Baptists—170 Associations ; 3500 Churches 
2500 Ministers ; 1000 more Churches than M: 
isters ;—more than 300,000 members. 

Episcopalians—in 1823, 474 Congregations 
369 Ministers. 

Congregationalists—1069 Churches ; 846 Mo 
isters: 253 destitute churches. 

Methodists—in 1823, 2500 Churches ;, 30 
local and 1226 travelling preachers, and 312,5¥ 
commupicants. 

Dutch Reformed—in 1823, 97 Churches; 7 
Pastors; and 21 more Churches than Ministers 

Friends—in 1812, 525 Societies. 

German Reformed Church—in 1820, 4! 
Churches ; 73 Ministers: 338 more Churehe 
than Ministers. 

Christians—118 Churches ; 143 Ordained F° 
ders. 

Universalists—200 Societies and 120 Mins 
ters. 

Roman Catholicks—90 Churches, and |" 
Clergymen. 


— aie 
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